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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN CRAM, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO JNO. CRAM AND JNO. 8. CRAM.

FOLDING CHAIR.

Specification of Letters Patent No, 13,479, dated August 21, 1855,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jomx Cram, of Bos-
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of
VIasswchusetts, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Folding Chairs,
Seats, Tables, or other Articles of Like
Character, and I do hereby  declare that
the same is fully described and represented
in the following specification and the ac-
companying dmwmgs, letters, figures, and
references thereof.

In order to illustrate my invention, I
have exhibited it in its application to a
portable or folding chair, of which—

Figure 1, denotes a side elevation as it
appears when unfolded or in a position
for use; Fig. 2, is a vertical, central and
10n01tud1n‘11 section of the same; Fig. 3
is a side view of it, when it is folded to-
gether; Tig. 4, is a rear view of it, under
such cu'cumstances, Fig. 5, is a front view
of the chair when unfolded.

In these drawings A, represents the plat-
form or seat of the chair; B, the back
thereof, and C, C’, the back legs, they be-
ing made to prOJect downward from the
back as seen in the drawings. Extending
directly across these legs and between them
are what may be termed the front or turn-
ing legs, D, D’, they being connected to-
gether by one or more round bars or rods
and made to turn on two rods, b, ¢, arranged
as seen in the drawings. The rod, 5, as
well as two other rods, d, d, serve to con-
nect the two back legs, C, C’, together—
the rod, ¢, being made to extend irom be-
tween the two check pieces, f, f, aflixed to
the underside of the seat or platform as
seen in the drawings. Connecting the seat
or platform with the back legs and turning
freely on two rods, ¢, and, ¢, are two bars
or links E, E’, which are disposed as shown
in Figs. 1, 2, and 4, the bar, g, being car-
ried from one to other of the cheeks, f.
When the seat A, is in a horizontal position,
it rests on one or more shoulders ¢, ¢, or an
equivalent thereof, the connecting bars
E, E/, under such cncumstances being hori-
zontal or nearly so and serving to prevent
the two sets of legs from spreading apart
from one another. By turning freely on
the rods, g, the turning bars or links E, E’,

admit the chair legs and seat to be folded
together or to assume positions with respect
to one another as seen in Fig. 3.

In order to maintain the chair in an un-
folded position or one wherein its seat is ar-
ranged horizontally the said seat may be
caused to abut against a back bar, F, which
furnished with a suitable bolt, G, or one
which will serve to confine the seat to the
said back or bar so as to prevent the former
from being elevated, while the bolt may ex-
tend through it.

It is not necessary to my invention that
it should be provided with a back B, as a
folding camp stool, table or seat may be
made on the principle hereinbefore de-
scribed, and so as to be folded together into
a very small compass, and thus be very
portable.

I do not lay claim to the broad ground
of making a chair so that its parts may
fold together; nor do I claim the mode of
arranging and combining or connecting the
parts “of a folding chair—wherein the seat
1s made a part of the back legs and is not
connected to them by the turning or front
legs and connecting links as is the case in
a chair which has been the subject of an
application for a patent by one J. Middle-
ton—my eclaim resting on my particular
mode as above described by which I malke
a folding chair, such not being analogous
to that described in said Middleton’s speci-
fication and represented in his drawings.

Having deseribed my invention I would
remark that what I claim consists in—

Combining the platform or seat, A, with
the back legs C, C’, by means of the turn-
ing or front legs, D, D’, and the con-
necting links or bars E, E’, and so that said
seat or platform may be either turned down
horizontally so as to be supported on both
sets of legs, or they and the seat be folded
together substantially in manner as above
set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my signature this twentieth day of April

A. D. 1855.
JOHN CRAM.
Witnesses: .
F. P. Hatg, Jr.,
W. F. Rics.
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